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putting Socialists in office, from which he dissented
publicly; and the Conservatives were hardly shew-
ing signs of roasting fatted calves against the hour
of his return. But he was unlikely to remain in
solitude for long. He has written shrewdly on the
uses of the wilderness to prophets. Such lonely
intervals afford valuable opportunities of uninter-
rupted thought; but the resulting prophecies require
a sounding-board for their effective delivery. That,
in the case of politicians, is supplied by affiliation to
a party; and if Mr. Churchill seemed to have none
at the moment, he would probably procure one
before very long. For it would never do to linger
on as a disgruntled Liberal. That was how his father
had wasted the last years of his political career; and
Winston Churchill had already learnt the lesson of
Lord Randolph's tragedy. Twenty years before he
had followed his opinions boldly into the Liberal
party. Now they seemed to lead back to the Con-
servatives. If lie French Revolution had trans-
formed Burke's party affiliations without impropriety,
there seemed no reason why the Russian Revolution
should not do the same for Mr. Churchill's. - The
Conservatives were more receptive now. For the
adversity of Opposition had reconciled them to
Mr. Churchill's old associates in the Cbalition Gov-
ernment. His Tory friends were out of quarantine,
and now there were sympathetic eyes among Con-
servatives to watch his evolution.

A further opportunity to indicate the course to
which his compass pointed came early in 1924. Soon
after the General Election a vacancy occurred in the
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